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we might, the trade way unto Newfoundland: from whence
after our refreshing and reparation of wants, we intended with-
out delay (by Gods permission) to proceed into the South, not
omitting any river or bay which in all that large tract of land
appeared to our view worthy of search. Immediatly we agreed
upon the maner of our course and orders to be observed in our
voyage; which were delivered in writing unto the captaines and
masters of every ship a copy in maner following.
Every shippe had delivered two bullets or scrowles, the one
sealed up in waxe, the other left open: in both which were in-
cluded severall watch-words. That open, serving upon our owne
coast or the coast of Ireland: the other sealed, was promised on
all hands not to be broken up untill we should be cleere of the
Irish coast; which from thencefoorth did serve untill we arrived
and met altogether in such harbors of the Newfoundland as
were agreed for our Rendez vouz. The sayd watch words, being
requisite to know our consorts whensoever by night, either by
fortune of weather, our fleet dispersed should come together
againe; or one should hale another; or if by ill watch and steer-
age one ship should chance to fall aboord of another in the darke.
The reason of the bullet sealed was to keepe secret that watch-
word while we were upon our owne coast, lest any of the com-
pany stealing from the fleet might bewray the same: which
knowen to an enemy, he might boord us by night without mis-
trust, having our owne watch-word.
Orders agreed upon by the Captaines and Masters to be
observed by the fleet of Sir Humfrey Gilbert.
First the Admirall to cary his flag by day, and his light by
night.
2  Item, if the Admirall shall shorten his saile by night, then
to shew two lights untill he be answered againe by every ship
shewing one light for a short time.
3  Item, if the Admirall after his shortening of saile, as afore-
^sayd, shall make more saile againe: then he to shew three lights
one above another.
4  Item, if the Admirall shall happen to hull in the night, then
to make a wavering light over his other light, wavering the light
upon a pole.